people focus on precise numbers (derived from a generous data pool). However, assigning numbers for probabilistic evidence evaluation is neither a prerequisite nor an end for analyses of evidential inference. Schum's work is directly relevant to this aspect by demonstrating that (1) purely structural considerations on evidence and (2) adopting probabilities as numerically variable ingredients of inferences, enable us to approach numerous problems, and to explore evidential subtleties or complexities. Let us first consider (1) and then (2). Now, how is such knowledge useful in practice? First, it does not matter from which domain the evidence comes from, nor do we need to be familiar with its domain-specific methods and techniques to enhance our reasoning with these insights. Second, by identifying generic inference structures we know which inferential mechanisms we are exposed to and which we are not. Hence, we are less likely to be subjected to flawed reasoning leading to over-and understatements when assessing the inferential force of evidence. Imagine, for example, a DNA trace is analyzed by two laboratories. Now we have two results, but is our evidence also twice as strong? Third, knowledge on basic inference structures creates gateways to contextualized evidence interpretation, and even more so when we deal with masses of evidence [see for the analysis of a judicial case (Kadane and Schum, 1996) and for a forensic case (Juchli et al., 2012) ]. This is a particularly strong point since an item of evidence is typically found in conjunction with other evidence. The book discusses a vast array of evidence related subjects from different standpoints and across different disciplines. It demands time due to its broad scope; careful reading, and mental flexibility due to its interdisciplinary character. Sometimes it might even ask for the reader to be patient as some subjects are developed incrementally making a few passages appear repetitive. In turn, many topics and problems that have appeared opaque and uneasy before may become clear and intellectually palpable afterwards. For readers who are interested in better understanding the properties of evidence and how to embrace evidence by systematic and logic reasoning, this a book that deserves serious consideration.
